DRAGONS, JOHN, AND EVERY GRAIN OF SAND -
The Heavenly High Priest, Revelation 1:12-18

The first portrait of Jesus is so striking that it knocks John 8
the ground (1:17). The portrait is drawn from the well of OT

imagery. As the following chart shows, it is a composite of the

visionary figures of Daniel 7:9-14 and 10:5-6:

The Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white
as snow; the hair of his head was whife like wool. His throne was
flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. . . .there before
me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.
He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his pres-
ence. He was-given authority, glory and sovereign ﬁo%mﬁ:mm.
peoples, nations and men of every language qumgwmm H.EF

(Dan 7:9,13-14)

+ Ilooked up and there before me was a man dressed in Eﬁ: 5
Sﬁw a belt of the finest gold around his waist. His body was | Tike.
chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, Hm
arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and. Emeﬂ%w

like the sound of a multitude. (Dan 10:5-6)
The figure has the accoutrements of a @ﬁmﬂ (robe, mm&e ang

nms&mmﬁnwmvm but m.ﬁ face, eyes, hair, and voice of &m?zmrﬁ

Image from Rev 1

Old Testament Source(s) cm the Image

Eqéﬁoﬂ,

Seven Lampstands

Num 8:2, the seven lampstands gave

u..._z“mmv .

(cf. 1:20; _.—m light in front of the temple
PHESUS |Zech 4:2, describes an apocalyptic lamp-| Priest
stand with seven lights directly connect-
ed to the olive tree. ]
Son of Man Dan 7:13-14, He approached the ancient |Man '
rHUMA

of days and was given all power and -
authority and was worshiped.

BEING

Robe (modipnc)

The Linen Ephod of the High Priest:
Exod 25:7; 28:4,31; 29:5; 35:9; Nmnrmp
Wis 18:24; Sir 45:8.

Pries

Ezek 9:2,3,11, an apocalyptic harbinger
of the city’s destruction. With his writ-

ing kit he marked those in the city not =gy ¢, __

to be destroyed.

Golden Sash

High Priestly Vestments: Exod 28:4,39,40;
29:9; 36:36; Lev 8,7,13; 16:4 [thak].
SEE REVIESL
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A IMAGES OF JESUS IN REVELATION

Hair white like ~ |Dan7:9, “the hair of his head like pure |God
{wool wool”.
{Byes of fire (cf. . |Dan 10:6, “His body was like beryl, his | Angel
218, 19:12 face like lightning, his eyes like flaming | of
“ J.Im\ torches, his arms and legs like the gleam T™E [oRD
e R\ b &l_m of burnished bronze, and the sound of
his words like the roar of a multitude.”
_ .mmﬁ like m“os.ﬁm Dan 10:6 [see above], also the four liv- | Angel
bronze.(cf. 2:18) |ing creatures of Ezek 1.7,24- 40=
Voice like rushing | Dan 10:6 “his words like thé roar % God/Angel
watet (of. 110,  |multitude”; God's voice is like 8&._% /\>I$m:
like a trumpet”) | waters (Ezek 43:2) and like thunder
. 40:9). The voice of theTour Tiving crea- oF :Om.m
tures is also like thunder (Rev 6:1) and
the mighty angel has a vojce like vm lion I.VWNUMN?q
8 roaring (Rev 10:3), m.Nmk le 24
mm; hand rmi It may refer to aum seven stars of the God
even'stars {cf. _ |constellation of Eﬁmnmm {Amos 5:8,
1:20; 241; 3:1) 1216 | KJV).
muc&&mgmmmmm “The word of God is :Sﬁm and active, |Prophet
%&oﬂ (8iotopog  |sharper than any two-edged sword”
tf . Rey 2:12; Heb | (Heb 4:12),
W megBem In the OT it was both literal (Judg 3:16; |Prophet
ﬁo 16 Ps 149:6) and metaphoric (Prov 5:4; Sir
21:3).
mnm.“mriﬁm Moses’ face shone from God's presence |Prophet
i (Exod 34:30,35; 2Cor 4:6); in a similar | APOSILE
Y fashior, Jesus’ face shone at the trans-
figuration (Mt 17:2/Mk 9:3/Lk 9:29).
2Esd 7:97 (cf. 7:125), the 6" of 7 levels of |Saints
exalted souls have shining faces,
Zion allegoricaily appears as a woman | Saints
: with a shining face (2Esd 10:25),
st and Last (cf. |Tsa 44:6; this is a title for Yahweh, S&ET God
8;21: E.ww?w Jesus assumes in 22:13, VARWEH
tving One (cf. | A title for God in 1:4,8; 4:8 (c.f. Deut | God
19, 10:6; also 7:2; | 5:26; Josh 3:10; 1Sam 17:36; 2Kgs 19:4;
.%:%nlh 3Macc 6:28; Acts 14:15; 2Cor 3:3; 6:16;
2708 |1Thes 1:9; 1Tim 3:15; 4:10; Heb 3:12;
i , 9:14; 10:31; 12:22),
&ys'of death and | The sole prerogative of God (Deut 32:39;|God
hades PH {((A  |1Sam 2:6; Tob 13:2; Wis 16:13). They ™ (&40
cm PHIA | were not given to any delegate accord-
V&e|0 |ing to the Rabbis (b. Tuan 2a) or any
gf]y  |creature (PesigR 427, 1784). REV =k
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